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TOPIC OF THE WEEK

Housing in Venezuela: 10 years of delivering
almost one thousand homes per day
With an average of more than 40 houses and apartments delivered every hour, the Great Venezuela
Housing Mission (GMVV for its initials in Spanish)
will celebrate its tenth anniversary in April. There
are more than 3,550,000 families, almost 30,000
per month, served through this social program.
In 2011, during the GMVV launch ceremony,
President Hugo Chávez explained that this plan
must entirely change lives, play a key role in the
transformation of national geography and, in turn,
articulate the effort of organized popular power.
Thus, the GMVV began a labour that joined the
efforts of State institutions and companies with
social organizations, in which various sectors were
linked to guarantee aspects such as land, financing
and construction materials and supplies.
This program is framed within the principles established in the National Constitution, approved by
the Venezuelan people during the Bolivarian Revolution, which recognizes housing as a human right.

One of the main lines of participation of the people in the GMVV is self-construction. By 2021, according to the Minister for Housing and Habitat,
Ildemaro Villarroel, 70% of the houses are built using this method.
Bypassing the Unilateral Coercive Measures and the
seizure of Venezuelan assets abroad with the complicity of sectors of the national right, the GMVV is
heading towards the goal of delivering 5 million
homes by 2025.
“We have defended the state of the Great Missions. They could not destroy the Great Venezuela
Housing Mission,” declared the President of the
Republic, Nicolás Maduro.

Fact
The Executive Director of the UN-Habitat program,
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, defined GMVV as an example for Latin America and the Caribbean. In Africa,

Of interest
• Of the total number of homes delivered
by the GMVV until 2020, 418,310 were
destined for migrants, 82% of them
of Colombian origin.
• Also through the GMVV, more than
1,100,000 urban land titles have been
delivered, spaces that had been
converted into merchandise, inaccessible
for the vulnerable population.
• In addition, more than 1,498,000
homes have been refurbished, with
the support of the Gran Misión
Barrio Nuevo Barrio Tricolor.

last year, the government of the Khomas region in
Namibia requested advice from Venezuela to replicate this social program.
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In defense of Mother Earth
In the event Reencounter with Mother Earth held
in Bolivia, Venezuela proposed setting a roadmap
from the peoples of the South, to push for an agenda to revert climate change, at November’s Climate
Summit in Glasgow.
Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro stated that
those set of actions must be promoted from the
Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our America
(Alba-TCP), calling for diplomatic and communication initiatives.
The idea, he affirmed, is to build a great pressure

movement to change the world model and build a
real green economy.
Thus he supports a call for a General Assembly
of the United Nations to take decisions and to
act according to the Paris Agreement and climate change.
From the South we “advocate for the construction
of a new model of society, based on the rights of
Mother Earth and the rights of the peoples,” President Maduro manifested.
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Bolivia and Venezuela strengthen bilateral relations
At the Reencounter with Mother Earth, event that
was held in la Paz, Venezuela’s Foreign Minister,
Jorge Arreaza, met with the President of Bolivia,
Luis Arce, where they covered issues such as bilateral relations and the Bolivian leadership in the
fight against climate change.
At the encounter Minister Arreaza proposed the inclusion of the Rights of Mother Earth in the United
Nations Charter.
Arreaza also met with former President and indigenous leader Evo Morales in Cochabamba and went
over themes such as nature conservancy and the
boost of regional integration from the Alba-TCP.

Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru and
Venezuela participated in the first meeting
of the technical commission towards the
constitution of Runasur, an articulation platform for the indigenous and social movements of South America.
Bolivian leader Evo Morales, as the promotor of
Runasur, called for the consolidation of a multinational America “to guarantee the liberation
of the next generations.”
Venezuela was represented by Lídice Altuve,
Vice President of the Simón Bolívar Institute for
Peace and Solidarity between Peoples, along
with other organizations of the country.
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Parliamentary ties
The President of the National Assembly, Jorge
Rodríguez, held an online meeting with his
counterpart from China’s Popular National
Assembly, Li Zhanshu. They evaluated the
future constitution of the Venezuela-China
friendship group, the strengthening of bilateral relations and the rejection of the economic
blockade against Venezuela
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VENEZUELA IN IMAGES

Depoliticizing
migration

Venezuelan Brigade members cooperate
in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Communities in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
affected by the eruption of the La Soufrière volcano, are receiving assistance from the Simón Bolívar
Humanitarian Task Force, a Venezuelan rescue

On course to Runasur

group trained to deal with natural disasters. Their
work is part of the humanitarian aid plan activated
by Alba-TCP.
Photo: MPPRE
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Venezuela’s Vice Minister for Multilateral Affairs,
Daniela Rodríguez, participated in a virtual
meeting held by Eclac and the International
Migration Organization to revise compliance
of agreements. She warned that while the use
of the migratory phenomena to try to justify
changes in government and interventions carries on, the Global Compact for Migration wont
be fulfilled. Rodriguez ratified Venezuela’s compromise for a secure and ordered migration
with an inclusive approach.
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The blockade
to health (I)
Between 2010 and 2014, at the Children’s
Cardiological Hospital in Caracas, 1,000 operations were performed annually on girls and boys
from dozens of countries. By the end of 2020,
merely 162 were made, due to the impact of
the Unilateral Coercive Measures (UCM) on the
Venezuelan health system.
Just as the numbers of surgical procedures were
reduced by five times, hemodynamic equipment which would serve to care for 500 infants with congenital heart disease - also stopped being repaired
due to the economic blockade. The UCM and the
illegal withholding retention of resources have affected most of the public medical services, all of
which are provided free of charge by the State.
The damage, as recognized by the UN Special
Rapporteur on the negative impact of the UCM on
the enjoyment of Human Rights, Alena Douhan,
has a direct expression in limitations on access to
medicines. This includes an escalation in prices
from as far back as 2015, when a medical drug sold
by a transnational in Venezuela would already cost
45% more than that same product offered by the
same company in Colombia.
In 2018, 600 million dollars were pledged towards
the purchase of 274 million units of medical drugs
but the freeze on economic resources by the
financial services company Euroclear, made it impossible to pay for them in full.
At the same time, the acquisition of hemoderivatives meant to assist 5,859 people was also prevented. The transfer of 1,171,829 euros was blocked
three times.
In addition, Quimbiotec, the most important company in the production of blood products in the
country, cannot acquire supplies because of the
blockade, which places health as one of its main
targets of attacks.
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Venezuela demands an equal and
equitable treatment for migrants
Whether by voluntary decision or forced situation,
those who migrate to Venezuela are welcomed by
incorporating them into all public policies of the
country, in order to fully guarantee their human
rights in conditions of equality and respect. From
that perspective of equity, the Venezuelan State joins
initiatives such as the Global Compact for Migration.
“Migrants have settled by millions and have developed a prosperous life in Venezuela, especially
they have done so in recent decades,” said Foreign
Minister Jorge Arreaza.
Even in the midst of the brutal economic blockade it faces, our country maintains inclusive social
policies. By 2020, for example, 418 thousand 310
foreign citizens lived in homes built by the Great
Venezuelan Housing Program (GMVV for its initials in Spanish). That is more than 12% of the total
number of homes delivered.

Keys:
• Venezuela is a host country
for millions of vulnerable migrants,
who left their country of origin
in search of better living conditions.
• More than 9,500,000 migrants
live in our country, about
6,000,000 of them
from Colombia.
This view, Venezuela reaffirms its commitment to
the objectives of the Global Compact for Migration, whose regional progress was evaluated at a
meeting held this week in Bolivia.
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CAPSULES OF IDEAS
“The workers must resolutely reject any solidarity with a bourgeois
newspaper. And they must always, always, always remember that
the bourgeois newspaper (whatever its tone) is an instrument
of struggle motivated by ideas and interest contrary to them.
Everything that is published is influenced by one idea: that of serving
the dominant class, and which is ineluctably translated into a fact:
that of combating the laboring class”.
Antonio Gramsci, Newspapers and the Workers,1916.
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High Venezuelan work and talent
The perseverance, effort and dedication in scientific, sports and cultural matters of Venezuela
received recognition this week in international
high demand settings.
In the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic and the
effects of unilateral coercive measures against
the country, the Virology Division of the National
Institute of Hygiene “Rafael Rangel” (INHRR for its
initials in Spanish ) received maximum qualification
from the World Health Organization (WHO) as a reference laboratory for the diagnosis of SARS-CoV-2.
Thus, the technical and scientific efficiency of
the INHRR in detecting the coronavirus through
real-time PCR tests is recognized.
In sports, we celebrate the Guinness World Record
of the athlete Yulimar Rojas. The Olympic medalist
achieved - on February 21st 2020 - the longest

triple jump in history in an indoor competition in
the women’s category: 15.43 meters on the indoor
track of Gallur, in Spain.
Our multiple world champion, already classified for
the Tokyo Olympics, is the first Latin triple jumper
to enter the Guinness Book of Records.
And in culture, an award was given to the singer
Cecilia Todd in the 26th edition of the Catalan festival BarnaSants in Spain. The organizers consider
her “an obligatory reference in the folk and popular
music of Venezuela” and “one of the most important artists of the Spanish language.”
The BarnaSants 2021 Recognition for the Artistic
Career of this International Festival of Songwriters,
also values the work of the artist from Caracas to
disseminate Venezuelan music to the world.
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UNCOVERING FAKE NEWS
The New York Times
Slander Campaign
Disseminating false matrices such as those that
justified the US invasions against Iraq and Libya,
as well as the coup d’état perpetrated almost
two years ago in Bolivia, is the strategy applied
by large media such as The New York Times
against Venezuela, denounced the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Jorge Arreaza.
He warned about the intention of a text published by the US media, which seeks to impose
the matrix of state abandonment in populations
bordering Colombia, by ensuring that terrorist
groups exercise power in those areas.
This media attack, which coincides with the
confession of sectors of the coup opposition

about the development of a hybrid war against
Venezuela, occurs in the midst of the actions
of the Bolivarian National Armed Forces (FANB,
Spanish initials) in Apure state, against irregular
Colombians armed groups who intend to violate our sovereignty, with the support of the US
and the Bogota regime.
In desperation, “the aggressors against Venezuela coordinate their media actions,” said the
minister. He warned that this type of content
from The New York Times and other media, “as
well as an infamous Human Rights Watch report, again seek to increase interventionist pressure. They will fail!”, He emphasized.
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Miguel de Buría
and Mandela:
different time,
the same struggle
When the people are determined to be free,
nothing deviate them from that goal. This has
been demonstrated by the Afro-descendant
communities of the world with milestones
such as the Rebellion of Negro Miguel de
Buría in Venezuela. Initiated in April 27, 1553,
it constitutes a precedent for the independence struggle.
Miguel was part of a group of slaves transferred by the conquerors to Nueva Segovia of
Barquisimeto, present-day Lara state, the west
of the country, to exploit a vein of gold. There
he led a rebellion that cornered the Spaniards
for months, until he was ambushed and killed.
But Negro Miguel has been revived in other
struggles, such as the one waged by the people of South Africa. On April 27th 1994, Nelson
Mandela, after walking a hard road marked
by segregationism that sought to overturn
his rebellion with 27 years in prison, defeated the Apartheid forces to become the first
president-elect through the universal vote and
multiracial elections in his country.
Today, in the same spirit, the peoples of the
world join the Afro-descendants of the United
States, who continue to be victims of a brutal
treatment, in the 21st century. In their fight
against racism, they raise the flags of justice
of Negro Miguel and Mandela, to demand
their rights.
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